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	1.
Introduction

Youth of today will be the ICT enthusiasts in the next two years to four years and will be ICT professionals. Encouraging the youths to attend school is the first obstacle before they would be interested in ICT. The reason for primary school aged youth in not attending school is poverty. Issues of transportation fare and daily food sustenance are major issues. Marshall Islands alone has almost 15% of primary school aged children not enrolled or attending school and this can be also a rough estimate for other Pacific Islanders, land lock countries, and developing countries. The only difference is the level of ICT knowledge in the country. Second obstacle, is addressing the issue of fortifying the curriculum in schools and these are science, math, and English. The curriculum will screen out the youths that will be future enthusiasts of ICT by determining their area of interests. The third obstacle is the lack of quality teachers particularly in the rural and remote areas including on the outer islands of SIDS (Small Islands Developing States). More to say in the Pacific, women are usually the household caretakers and being deprived of the digital world. Traditionally, women are expected to stay home and take care of the family and household chores. Today’s youth can be the enthusiasts or even professionals of ICT. Fourth, is the availability of ICT telecenters that would be specifically focus to foster the use of ICT such as exclusive telecenters, tie-up with universities and colleges, and government agencies that are associated with technologies and communications interconnection. 
2.
Proposal

It is proposed that the ITU-D takes all necessary steps to:

1.
Identify the ICT training needs regularly of the out of school youths, children attending school, and women at local, national, and regional level and strengthening links to other programs that would encourage both targeted groups or recipients. 

2.
Train the core teachers or ICT instructors to be dispatched to schools in the rural and remote areas or on outer islands with incentives for their interests. Train also young women with potential capability in rural and remote areas or on outer islands who could train other women. Those women could also be workers for the remote schools, community centers including health care workers for telemedicine at remote health posts.

3.
Establish a short term (1 year) and long term (4 years) plan in preparing the youth and women who can be involved with ICT and fortify ICT related educational subjects such as science, mathematics, and English that would encourage policy makers to support ICT.

4.
Encourage policy makers and regulators to support ICT related events and projects with financial plan in collaboration with relevant government agencies in the country.

5.
Foster existing ICT related frameworks and projects and identify donors for ICT equipments and continue to pursue programs such as One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) program while protecting the child from abusive internet materials. 

6.
Explore possibility of manufacturing of affordable devices   in collaboration with global  manufacturing companies to achieve the target of initiatives such as one laptop per child. This will go a long way towards raising the ICT level in  schools and instilling ICT education among children.

7.
Learning stations specifically designed for children in the rural areas, not only help bridge digital divide among the children within the country but make them very innovative and creative. Therefore, providing assistance in establishment of such learning stations is important.   

8.
Expand the available local, national, and if possible regional ICT telecentres in acquiring and disseminating ICT knowledge by tie-ups with donor entities to build an ICT national telecentre that can be affiliated with private corporations, universities or colleges, and government agencies.
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