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	1.
Introduction

The broadcasting and telecommunications markets are experiencing significant changes, driven by digital technology and related consumer behaviour. Digital technology allows audio-visual content to be delivered through any device including computer, mobile phone or personal digital assistant as well as a TV set. Consumers can increasingly watch what they want at a time and in a place of their choice. As a result, there is growing convergence between the broadcasting, telecommunications and internet sectors. Traditional value chains are being disrupted, and new business models are continuously evolving. One of the major drivers of convergence is the ‘digital technology’. Digital compression technology enables transmission of the same information by usage of less bandwidth in digital mode as compared to the requirement in analogue mode, making it spectrum efficient.

The last ten years have seen the broadcasting industry coming face to face many challenges, mainly due to technology developments, entry of other players in multimedia product delivery and the emergence of diverse delivery platforms. This has particularly impacted developing countries, where it is challenging to find the resources for uptake of new technologies and new opportunities. In order to exploit the technological developments in the digital technologies, and to better prepare themselves to face the challenges moving from analogue to digital broadcasting. 

The migration from analogue to digital broadcasting has its own challenges where the developing countries in Asia Pacific region might require technical assistance of ITU-D to fathom these challenges, in line with the assistance being provided to the African countries under the African Regional Initiatives.
2.
Proposal

Digital broadcasting offers particular potential for the developing societies and digitally disadvantaged communities to leapfrog into the modern digital paradigm. To catalyse the process of digital transition in the Asia Pacific region, the ITU-D assistance is needed in the following areas:

Assist developing countries  through expert missions to:

· make readiness assessment for migration from analog to digital;

· offer expertise in implementation of digital broadcasting technology including adoption of appropriate standards to  assist in smooth transition thereof;

· expert advice on the development of business models and organizational re- structuring; 

· setting up low-cost radio and TV studio production facilities;
· facilitate in development of broadband based content and services; 

· facilitate sharing of content within the region, and increase visibility of local and regional contents globally, and vice versa;
· assistance in spectrum management to improve coverage, and to optimise spectrum efficiency;
· Policy and regulatory assistance for preparing framework for Digital Migration including Digital Switch Over.
Assist developing countries through specific activities:

· conduct regional seminars / workshops on understanding digital broadcasting standards, with assistance to make informed choices of appropriate systems; 

· carry out a regional study on digital migration and publish the report as best practices for the Asia Pacific Region;
· organise joint training courses on digital broadcasting migration including technical aspects; 

· set up studies on developing a ‘universal’ digital radio profile. 
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