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	1. Introduction

The World Telecommunication Development Conference is a forum for the discussion and consideration of topics, problems, projects and programmes relevant to telecommunication development and for the provision of direction and guidance to the Telecommunication Development Bureau.

As ITU Member States and Sector Members convene in Hyderabad, India, for WTDC 2010 and in view of the significant contribution of ITU Member States and Sector Members in fulfilling the objectives of the Telecommunication Development Sector, it is important to renew and strengthen our commitment towards achieving the Union’s development goals taking into account our common and national interests. The Hyderabad Declaration and Plan of Action shall be a means of strengthening the commitment of the ITU membership to development, in support of the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action aimed at building the global information society.

2. Proposal 

The text of the draft Declaration proposed by the Member States of APT is found in annex.


Hyderabad Declaration

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Hyderabad, 2010)

declares that

a) Taking into account the successful accomplishment of four WTDC Declarations, initiated by Buenos Aires, Valletta, Istanbul and the last Doha Declaration in 2006, we should extend our gratitude to all of responsible agencies dealing with the implementation. Such effort is pivotal to the mutually benefit among members in the globe in order to achieve the GIS. Further, the national or and regional initiatives are also becoming important, since their contributions answer our challenges in the regions, coming up with the global perspective. all these initiatives will be a key factor for the success of the Hyderabad Plan of Action. Moreover, the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU D), including the ITU-D study groups has also made a significant contribution to the body of knowledge which has been made available to the international community.

b) In developed countries with almost ubiquitous telecommunications coverage, providing a universal service usually does not involve major new network roll-out, but rather the connection of customers to existing network facilities. In contrast, in developing countries, it is likely to involve major expansion of the basic network into new localities. With the strong dedication, the bridging digital divide programs should be paid attention with a view to addressing the WSIS Plan of Action. 

c) The emerging new technologies including applicable USO network access should provide common benefits and opportunities for countries in pursuance of increasing the living standards and prosperity. These technologies have to be environmentally-friendly (green ICT) in preserving present and future generations.  

d) The ITU-D should promote peoples’ awareness towards environmental friendly ICT, to reduce the ICT green house gas (GHG) emission as far as possible.

e) A broadband access network should be established as a priority, taking into account that ICT content and applications are important for supporting the national socio-economic development, and to be publicly available.

f) Effective assistance to LDCs and SIDS in prioritizing the establishment of their high capacity national backbone networks should be provided. This would provide better long term benefits, more economical and affordable access to the population. The ITU should allocate a more realistic budget for assisting more concretely. This effort could be strengthened through an Expert Group under TDAG, and resort to solutions by BDT team experts on the national level instead of on diverse regional or global basis or concepts. 

g) ICTs have political, economical, social and cultural dimensions that can help in alleviating poverty, creating jobs, protecting environment, preventing and mitigating natural and other disasters. Hence, ICTs promotes the level of life in the global information society.

h) ICT has a significant role for Small, Medium Enterprise (SME) businesses, which are now growing both in urban and rural areas; therefore, the ICTs should be given priority for increasing their efficiency and productivity, including their valuable role in enhancing their business competitiveness. 

i) In light of the recent natural and man-made disasters that have occurred, great attention and effort have been directed towards the application of radio-communications for the purpose of disaster prediction, detection and mitigation. Hence, there is a need for the development of conceptual ICT disaster-oriented frameworks that will be used in the ITU-D studies related to disaster management, and in addition provide information on the effective use of ICTs and the efficient dissemination of disaster-associated information.

j) Governments play a key role in the development of ICTs and telecommunications, and are urged to establish enabling environments which promote reasonable and affordable access to basic telecommunication services for all, so as to pave the way for the active participation of other stakeholders in the ICT sector.

k) The ITU plays a central role in the promotion and co-ordination of programmes to accelerate the transfer of appropriate technologies in developing countries and to stimulate co-operation between the public and private sectors in creating technologies suited to the needs of the developing countries.

l) The Telecommunication Development Bureau has a significant role as the pre-eminent promoter and catalyst for telecommunication/ICT development and the bridge between relevant partners involved in ICTs, with a view to fostering equitable and sustainable access to innovative and affordable services, especially in developing and least developed countries, and harnessing the potential of the major world populations living in underserved areas to enter the information society, while at the same time developing synergies between relevant WSIS outcomes and ITU-D programmes and activities  including the promotion of environmentally friendly ICTs.

m) Assistance to member countries should be suited to their national level of development and specific requirements of the individual countries, in addition to prioritizing on Regional or Sub-regional projects as contained in the key actions of the 2010-2013 Four-Year Rolling Operational Plan of the ITU-D (Council Doc. C09/15).

n) It is very crucial in improving the effectiveness and strengthening of the ITU Regional Presence (Res. 25, PP-06 Antalya). Hence, it is very urgent to consider seriously the Recommendations of the UN Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) contained in Council Document C09/55 and to implement, inter alia, the recommendation according to which the human and financial resources allocated to the offices are to be commensurate with the increasing number of activities that they are expected to undertake.

o) The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Hyderabad, 2010) calls upon all ITU Member States and Sector Members to contribute towards the successful implementation of the outcomes of Hyderabad Declaration and its Plan of Action.

p) The programmes summarized below, which are part of the Hyderabad Plan of Action, developed in a spirit of encouraging awareness and actions on, inter alia, such marginalized groups as  gender, youth, Indigenous Peoples and persons with  disabilities in the telecommunication/ ICT environment, and implemented under the leadership and coordination of ITU-D, become important and relevant tools for achieving universal access: 

· Information and communication infrastructure;

· Cyber Security and ICTs applications;

· Enabling environment;

· Capacity building and other initiatives;

· Special programme for Least developed countries (LDCs) and small island developing states (SIDS), and countries in special need. 

q) The importance of addressing the needs of regions is high on the agenda of the ITU and the ITU-D. These needs have been discussed during the various Regional Preparatory Meetings of the WTDC. The regions have encapsulated these needs into regional initiatives and presented them to the Conference.

The successes of telecommunication development sector during the current cycle (2006-2010) are a great encouragement to all interested parties to assist in sustaining these efforts in the upcoming cycle from 2010 to 2014.

Thus, the WTDC (Hyderabad, 2010) has adopted the regional initiatives and referred to them in a Resolution emanating from the Conference. The details of these initiatives have been included as an appendix to the Final Report of the Conference.
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