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	1.
Introduction

Natural disasters, such us hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, landslides, tsunamis, droughts, etc. impose a significant burden on many economies. For the past several decades, throughout the world, natural disasters have inflicted many injuries and deaths, heavy damage to infrastructures, and cost billions of dollars, especially for least developed countries and developing countries. Recent natural disasters such as the tsunami in Asia, earthquakes in China, and in Haiti, have killed thousands of people.

Losses and damages caused by natural disaster may be mitigated if people receive warnings messages and other necessary information in a timely manner. For successful monitoring, timely warnings and effective mitigation, telecommunication networks and particularly telecommunication outside plant play a very important role as it is among the most efficient and widespread communication means.

2.
Proposal

It is proposed to modify Resolution 5 as in the Annex



ANNEX

DRAFT RESOLUTION 34 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010)
The role of telecommunications/information and communication technology in early warning and mitigation of disasters and humanitarian assistance
The World Telecommunication Development Conference ( Hyderabad, 2010),
recalling
Resolution 34 (, Rev. Doha, 2006) and Recommendation 12 (Istanbul, 2002) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC),

•
Resolution 136 (Antalya, 2006) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on the use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situation for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief.
•
Resolution 644 (Rev.WRC-07) of the World Radiocommunication Conference on radiocommunication resources for early warning, disaster mitigation and relief operations.
•
Resolution 647 (WRC-07) on spectrum management guidelines for emergency and disaster relief radiocommunication. 
considering
a) that the Intergovernmental Conference on Emergency Telecommunications (Tampere, 1998) (ICET-98) adopted the Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations (Tampere Convention) and that this convention came into force in January 2005;

b) that the second Tampere Conference on Disaster Communications (Tampere, 2001) (CDC-01) invited ITU to study the use of public mobile networks for early warning and the dissemination of emergency information and the operational aspects of emergency telecommunications such as call prioritization;

c) that the World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003) in its Resolution 646 encouraged administrations to satisfy temporary needs for frequencies in emergency and disaster relief situations, to utilize both existing and new technologies for public protection and disaster relief and to facilitate cross-border circulation of radiocommunication equipment intended for use in emergency and disaster relief situations through mutual cooperation and consultation without hindering national legislation;

d) the potential of modern telecommunication technology as a basic tool for disaster mitigation and relief;

e) the terrible disasters from which many countries suffer, in particular the tsunami disaster that struck many developing countries,
f)          
noting
g) that activities are being undertaken at the international, regional and national levels within ITU and other relevant organizations to establish internationally agreed means to operate systems for public protection and disaster relief on a harmonized and coordinated basis;
h) that the capability and flexibility of all telecommunication facilities depend upon appropriate planning for the continuity of each phase of network development and implementation,

further noting
i) the latest version of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) Handbook on Disaster Communications and the adoption of Recommendation ITU-D 13 (Rev.2005) on “Effective utilization of the amateur services in disaster mitigation and relief operations”;
j) the latest version of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) Guidelines on the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) in accordance with Question 22/2 of the Study Group 2 (2008),
recognizing
that the recent tragic events in the world clearly demonstrate the need for high-quality communications services and reliable telecommunication infrastructure to assist public safety and disaster relief agencies in minimizing risk to human life and to cover the necessary general public information and communication needs in such situations,

resolves
to invite ITU-D to continue to ensure that proper consideration be given to telecommunications for disaster warning and disaster situations as an element of telecommunication development, including issuance of guidelines and/or handbooks on telecommunications outside plants in areas frequently suffered from natural disaster, in close coordination and collaboration with the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) and the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) and other relevant international organizations, by facilitating and encouraging the use of decentralized means of communications that are appropriate and generally available, including those provided by the amateur radio and satellite and terrestrial network services/facilities,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
1
to support administrations in their work towards the implementation of this Resolution and of the Tampere Convention;

            
2
to support administrations and regulators in the recommended activities by incorporating appropriate measures during the implementation of the Hyderabad Action Plan;
3
to report to the next World Telecommunication Development Conference on the status of implementation of that Convention,
requests the Secretary-General
to continue to work closely with the office of the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator and other relevant external organizations with a view to further increasing the Union's involvement in, and support to, emergency communications, and to report on the outcome of related international conferences and meetings so that the Plenipotentiary Conference (  Guadalajara, 2010) may take any action that it deems necessary,
invites
1 the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator and the Working Group on Emergency Telecommunications and the other relevant external organizations or bodies to collaborate closely with ITU in work towards implementing this resolution and the Tampere Convention, and supporting administrations and international and regional telecommunication organizations in the implementation of the convention;

2 administrations to deploy all necessary efforts to persuade telecommunication service providers to make available their infrastructure in the event of disasters;

3 regulators to ensure that disaster mitigation and relief operations include the provision of necessary telecommunication /ICT facilities, through national regulatory rules;
4 ITU-D to expedite the study of aspects of telecommunication / ICTs related to flexibility and continuity in the event of disasters;

5 administrations that have not yet ratified the Tampere Convention to take necessary action do so as appropriate.[image: image2.png]
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