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	Date: 02 October 2014

	Subject:
	Circulation of the ASTAP Questionnaires Approved at the ASTAP-24 Meeting



Dear Sir/Madam,
As you would recall, the 24th APT Standardization Forum (ASTAP-24) was completed successfully in Bangkok, Thailand from 27 to 29 August 2014.
 
The meeting approved one new questionnaire, the detail of which is tabulated below:

	No.
	Title of the Questionnaire
	Target Responder
	Concerned WG/EG/TG and Contact detail

	1.
	Questionnaire to Develop a Status Report on Human Exposure to EMF in APT
	APT Members
	ASTAP Expert Group Green ICT and EMF Exposure 
(EG GICT&EMF)
Contact:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Chung, Sam Young, Chairman EG GICT&EMF (sychung@msip.go.kr)




You are kindly requested to complete the attached questionnaire and return them to the APT Secretariat (Email: aptastap@apt.int) by 31st December 2014 prior to the ASTAP-25 which will be held in March 2015. 

I thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours Sincerely,
  
(Signed)
Toshiyuki Yamada
Secretary General



To: APT Members

Attachment:
Questionnaire to Develop a Status Report on Human Exposure to EMF in APT


E-mail: aptmail@apt.int, Web Site: www.apt.int Telephone: + 66 2 5730044, Telefax: + 66 2 5737479


Page 2 of 1

image2.emf
ASTAP-24  Questionnare on EMF Exposure.docx


ASTAP-24 Questionnare on EMF Exposure.docx




		[image: APTlogogreen3]

		ASIA-PACIFIC TELECOMMUNITY



		

		APT Standardization Program (ASTAP)

		





		

		

		29 August 2014







QUESTIONNAIRE TO DEVELOP A STATUS REPORT ON HUMAN EXPOSURE TO EMF IN APT 



Section 1: Elementary Part



1. Introduction



[bookmark: _GoBack]In ASTAP-24, GICT & EMF EG agreed to develop a status report as a deliverable in the future ASTAP meetings.  To achieve this, we have developed this questionnaire survey the situation in APT countries in order to obtain the following information:

· Information on International Regulations and Guidelines 

· National Policy, Regulation and Guideline for EMF in Asia-Pacific Countries

· Awareness and Education Outreach Activities of EMF in the Asia-Pacific Countries



Over the years the interest of EMF impact to people using devices that emits or uses EMF signal has garnered the interest of the public, government officials as well as experts in the field.



Reports pertaining to the effects and impact of EMF have emotionally affected the public’s misunderstanding of this topic and has led to many unpleasant reaction.  In 2011, International Agency for Research of Cancer (IARC), announced that the EMF (including mobile communications) is to be classified as Group 2B, which means, it is now believe that EMF to be possibly carcinogenic to human.  Under this category, it is used when there is inadequate evidence of carcinogenicity in humans but there is sufficient evidence of carcinogenicity in experimental animals.



This survey tries to examine the understanding of the issue among APT members and how member countries are reacting to these issues.  It is very difficult to control human emotions and especially when media prefers to print negative news about this topic rather than the positive news as readers are more attracted to these news.  However, with proper awareness and education to public, in terms of handbooks issued by relevant independent agencies and talks and seminars, we believe the facts will be quite evident that the impact of EMF from Mobile Network is very much below the limits of what International bodies have set.



As well, best practices on how to deploy mobile networks (base stations and towers) are perhaps the better way to manage these psychological fears of the Public.  Also sample measurements would be required to demonstrate factually the magnitude of the EMF that is measured in respect to where people would have walking access or in their houses.  Another misconception of public on the EMF impact is having a base station nearby (example at 50metres away) would be harmful to the person in the vicinity.  However, the way the mobile technology works is that when the base stations is far away (for example 2 kilometres), the phone will amplify its output power to compensate and adjust its signals to achieve the best quality to communicate with the base station.  Is such a situation, the EMF emission from the phone devices will be highest compared to when a base station is relatively nearby which will result in lowest EMF emission by the phone.



In such a circumstance, it is better to recommend 2 proposals to mitigate this impact.

1) The best practices on how to have mobile base stations sufficiently nearby so that impact to phone users are the least.

a. This includes best practices on how to ‘hide’ such installations and this includes having camouflage for the antennas or different antennas.  The idea is also to have as little antennas as possible.  Some of the technologies that are being introduced today require many times more antennas to achieve the same coverage objectives.

b. Guidelines on minimal distances, for antennas to the vicinity where people will have access to should be set up.  2 factors to be considered in this case, first being the safety in terms of falling of the antennas during accidents and measurement EMF values that are permissible to the public.

2) Best practices on phone usage. Use of handsfree devices, not to use mobile devices for long periods of time, etc.



2. Objective of the Questionnaire:



To survey the situation in APT countries in order to obtain the following information:

· Information on International Regulations and Guidelines 

· National Policy, Regulation and Guideline for EMF in Asia-Pacific Countries

· Awareness and Education Outreach Activities of EMF in the Asia-Pacific Countries



3. Responsible Group:

Expert Group Green ICT and EMF Exposure, (EG GICT&EMF)



4. Rapporteurs of the Questionnaire: 

Dr. Chung, Sam Young, Chairman EG GICT&EMF (sychung@kcc.go.kr)



5. Meeting at which the Questionnaire was Approved:

The 24th APT Standardization Program Forum (ASTAP-24); 27 – 29 August 2014, Bangkok, Thailand



6. Target Responder:

APT Members



7. Deadline for Responses: 

31st December 2014



	




Section 2: Questionnaire Part



		Part 1: General



		No.

		Questions

		Responses 

(examples are given below only for better understanding)



		1

		Name of organization who responds to the Questionnaire and details of contact person(s). 

		Name:                                                           .

Country:                       __                            .

Organization:                                                . 

Address:                                                        .

Tel. :                                                              . 

Fax:                                                               .

E-mail:                                                           . 





		2

		Role and responsibility of respondent. 



Note: May check more than one item 

		Government – policy maker (    )

Equipment Manufacturer  (    )

NGO / Activist / Environmentalist  (    )

R&D institution (    )

Others  (    ) please specify : _________________










		Part 2 : Regulations



		3

		In your country, which agency is responsible for EMF regulations, standards and guidelines



Note: When you have more one agency please add more lines

		Agency Name :

                                                        _________

                                                        _________





		4

		Does your country have any regulation, standards or guidelines for human protection from EMF exposure? 



Note: When you have more than one regulation, please add more lines

		No  (   )

Yes (   ) 

Please state the name of the regulations, standards and guidelines

1. _____________________________

2. _____________________________





		5

		If your country does not currently have any regulations, standards and guidelines, please state your future plans.

Also please state the challenges that you are facing to implement your future plans.

		Future Plans for EMF:

________________________________

________________________________

Challenges:

________________________________

________________________________



		6

		For SAR (Specific Absorption Rate), does your country adopt the international limits, such as ICNIRP or IEEE? If not, what sort of limits do you apply?

		For SAR (Specific Absorption Rate) adopted (please cross out not applicable standard) :

 (ICNIRP / IEEE / country own specified) 



		7

		For Exposure limit, does your country adopt the international limits, such as ICNIRP or IEEE? If not, what sort of limits do you apply?

		For exposure limit adopted (please cross out not applicable standard) :

 (ICNIRP / IEEE / country own specified) 



		8

		If you apply the SAR or EMF Safety limits, please describe whether it is a compulsory or voluntary system?

		Compulsory (   )

Voluntary (   ) 



		9

		For enforcement, is there a mandatory requirement to submit reports to authorities?

		Is this mandatory to submit reports to authority on a yearly basis? ( Y / N )

Or one time only? ( Y / N )

This applies to all sites or for a sample number of sites? (Please state percentage of sites if not all) ___________



		10

		For the EMF values of the Base Stations, what methodologies does your country use?

		Measurement (   )

Calculation/Simulation (   )

Mixed (   )








		Part 3 : Communications



		11

		Does your country have any awareness and education outreach activities of EMF (communication activities)?

		Information Booklet ( Y / N )

Awareness Seminars ( Y / N )

Website information ( Y / N ), Website link if there is: ___________________________

Others : ___________________________



		12

		In 2011, IARC announced the inclusion of Radio Frequency including mobile communications to be categorized as Group 2B classification and is declared to be possibly carcinogenic.  Does the government agencies and public understands what this means?  Which of the following are NOT classified as Group 2B?

		a) 	pickled vegetables such as kimchi and tsukemono commonly eaten by Asian

b) 	exhaust for gasoline or diesel vehicles

c)	coffee

d)	EMF (including mobile network)

e) none of the above a)-d)
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